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H o l i d a y  T r i v i a  
Think you know all th ere is to  know about Christm as, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa? 
Take th is tr ivia quiz and f ind out.  
 

1.  What  are the five t radit ional colors of Christ mas? 
 

2.  What  are the three t radit ional colors of Hanukkah? 
 

3.  What  are the three t radit ional colors of Kwanzaa? 
 

4.  Is Christmas a religious holiday? 
 

5.  What  does Christmas celebrate? 
 

6.  When is Christmas celebrated? 
 

7.  What  is Advent  and how long does it  last ? 
 

8.  Do all Christ ians formally celebrate the season of Advent? 
 

9.  Is Hanukkah a religious holiday? 
 

10.  When is Hanukkah celebrated and how many days does it  last? 
 

11.  What  does Hanukkah celebrate? 
 

12.  What  is a Menorah? 
 

13.  How do Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah?
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14.  Is Kwanzaa a religious holiday? 
 

15.  When is Kwanzaa celebrated and how many days does it  last? 
 

16.  What  does Kwanzaa celebrate? 
 

17.  What  do you do each day of Kwanzaa? 
 

18.  Do people who celebrate Kwanzaa, do so in l ieu of Christmas or 
Hanukkah? 
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H o l i d a y  Tr i v i a  -- A N SWE R S 
 
Think you know all th ere is to  know about Christm as, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa? 
Take th is tr ivia quiz and f ind out.  
 

1.  What  are the five t radit ional colors of Christmas? 
Red, green, white , gold, and sil ver 

 
2.  What  are the three t radit ional colors of Hanukkah? 

Blue, white , and sil ver 
 

3.  What  are the three t radit ional colors of Kwanzaa? 
Red, green, and black 

 
4.  Is Christmas a religious holiday? 

Yes. It is a Christi an reli gious holi day. 
 
5.  What  does Christmas celebrate? 

The birth  of  Christ  
 

6.  When is Christmas celebrated? 
December 25. Alth ough th e actual date  of  ChristÕs birth day is 
unknown, Christi ans began celebrati ng Christm as on December 25 
some ti me af te r th e legali zati on of  Christi anity  by th e Emperor 
Constanti ne in th e year 313. 

 
7.  What  is Advent  and how long does it  last? 

Christi ans who celebrate  Advent prepare th emselves th rough prayer 
and atonement for th e celebrati on of  ChristÕs birth  and th e ti me when 
He comes again to  j udge th e world. Advent includes th e four Sundays 
before Christm as and ends on Christm as Eve. Depending on when th e 
Sundays fall,  it can last betw een th ree and f our weeks.  

 
8.  Do all Christ ians formally celebrate the season of Advent? 

Alth ough many Christi ans celebrate  Advent as a countd own to  
Christm as, only some, including Cath oli cs and Luth erans, have formal 
practi ces th at include prayers, blessings, and th e li ghti ng of  candles 
each of  th e four Sundays and Christm as Eve. 

 
9.  Is Hanukkah a religious holiday? 

Yes. It is a Jewish reli gious holi day. 
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10. When is Hanukkah celebrated and how many days does it  last? 
This year Hanukkah Ð also known as th e Fest ival of  Lights -- is 
December 16 th rough December 23. Because of  th e dif ferences 
betw een th e Hebrew calendar and th e Gregorian calendar, Hanukkah 
begins at sundown of  th e previous day. So, t his year, Hanukkah begins 
at sunset on December 15. It usually  falls in November or December 
depending on th e 25t h day of  Kislev, a month  on th e Hebrew calendar. 
It lasts for eight days.  

 
11.  What  does Hanukkah celebrate? 

Hanukkah, which means dedicati on, celebrates th e Miracle of  th e Oil 
during th e re-dedicati on of  th e Temple in Jerusalem af te r its 
destr ucti on. At th e re-dedicati on of  th e Temple, th ere was only 
enough oil to  li ght th e ete rnal f lame for one day but th e oil burned 
miraculously for eight days Ð unti l new oil was pressed, prepared, and 
consecrated.  

 
12.  What  is a Menorah? 

A menorah is a lamp th at holds eight candles and symboli zes th e eight 
days th e Ete rnal Flame of  th e Temple burned. 

 
13.  How do Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah? 

They say prayers and li ght th eir Menorah. They li ght one candle th e 
f irst night,  tw o candles th e second night and so on for eight days. 
Some famili es also play a game with  a four-sided top, calle d a dreidl,  
and exchange gif t s.  

 
14.  Is Kwanzaa a religious holiday? 

No. It is a non-reli gious, cultu ral celebrati on started in 1966 to  inspire 
Af rican Americans working for progress in th eir li ves and communiti es. 

 
15.  When is Kwanzaa celebrated and how many days does it  last? 

Kwanzaa begins on December 26 and lasts for seven days. 
 

16.  What  does Kwanzaa celebrate? 
Kwanzaa celebrates th e values of  ancient Af rican cultu res. Each day of  
Kwanzaa honors one of  seven principles beli eved to  be th e foundati on 
for build ing str ong, producti ve famil ies and communiti es in Af rica.  

 
17.  How do African-Americans celebrate Kwanzaa? 

There are seven principles associated with  t he seven days of  Kwanzaa 
and each day family members gath er around a seven-branched 
candleholder, calle d a kinara, and li ght a candle. As th e candle burns, 
th e family discusses one of  th e seven principles: Unity , Self -
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dete rminati on, Colle cti ve responsibili ty , Cooperati ve economics, 
Purpose, Creati vity , and Faith . During th e seven days, people also 
greet one anoth er by saying ÒHabari gani,Ó a Swahili  phrase th at 
means, ÒWhatÕs new?Ó The response to  th e greeti ng relates to  one of  
th e seven principles. 

 
18.  Do people who celebrate Kwanzaa, do so in l ieu of Christmas or 

Hanukkah? 
No. Because Kwanzaa is a non-reli gious celebrati on, Af rican Americans 
also celebrate  reli gious holi days according to  th eir faith . 

 
 

 
 


